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Theology 101 
Soteriology - The Doctrine of Salvation – Adoption and Sanctification 
  
Adoption The word means “to place as a son”, but tit does not have the same 

force as our English word “adoption”. Its background is of a Graeco-
Roman custom and is referred to in Galatians 4:1-2. At a certain time 
appointed by law the male child in the family would be formally and 
legally adopted, i.e. placed in the position of a legal son and given all the 
privileges of a son. The legal ceremony of adoption did not bring him 
into the family; it only placed a child of the family as a recognized son in 
the eyes of Roman law. Where regeneration describes our life relation 
to God; adoption refers to our legal relation to God. 
 
The doctrine of adoption is purely Pauline, and the word “adoption” 
occurs only five times in the New Testament (Romans 8:15, 23, 9:4, 
Galatians 4:5, Ephesians 1:5).  
 
As adopted sons, we are made heirs to an inheritance: 1 Peter 1:3-5, 
Romans 8:16-17. 

 
Sanctification Negatively, it is not the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The two are 

constantly confused, but the are not at all one and the same.  
 
Negatively, it is not perfection or the eradication of the sin nature, which 
holds that the Christian may, in this life, become perfectly free from sin. 
 
Positively, the primary root meaning of the word is separation or setting 
apart. Sanctification and holiness are largely the same. The Greek word 
“haglasmos” occurs ten times in the New Testament; five times it is 
translated “holiness”, and five times “sanctification”. 
 
Sanctification begins immediately at conversion. This is both positional 
and experiential: 1 Corinthians 6:11, Hebrews 10:10, 14, Titus 3:5, 1 
Peter 1:2. 
 
Sanctification continues throughout the life of the believer on earth. This 
is often called Progressive Sanctification. 2 Peter 3:18, 2 Corinthians 
3:18, 7:1. 
 
Sanctification is completed at the coming of our Lord as we are set apart 
from the very presence of sin. 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13, 5:23, 1 John 3:2, 
Philippians 3:20-21. 
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