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Theology 101 
Soteriology - The Doctrine of Salvation – Salvation Explained 
  
Regeneration Biblical descriptions of regeneration: 

 
It is described as a new birth: John 3:5-7; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23 
It is described as a spiritual quickening or resurrection: Ephesians 2:1,10 
It is described as the impartation of a new nature: II Peter 1:4 
It is described as a spiritual translation: Colossians 1:13 
 
Regeneration is an instantaneous change and can occur only once. 
 
Regeneration is necessary because all men, without exception, need to 
be changed in moral character with regards to holiness and can only be 
achieved through the transformational work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
It may be described as that transforming process by which a depraved 
black heart in a dead sinner is made clean and new and resulting in a 
quickened saint being made alive in the power of Christ. 

 
Conversion Conversion is that voluntary change in the mind of the sinner, in which 

he turns, on one hand, from sin, and on the other hand, to Christ. The 
first part, the turning from sin, we call repentance. The latter or positive 
element in conversion, namely, the turning to Christ, we call faith. 
 

Repentance Repentance is that voluntary change in the mind of the sinner in which 
he turns from sin: Psalm 51:3, 7, 11.  
 
Repentance leads to confession, “I have sinned”: Psalm 51:1, 2, 10, 14, 2 
Corinthians 7:10, Acts 11:18. 
 
True repentance never exists except in conjunction with faith. Wherever 
there is true faith, there is true repentance. 
 

Faith The voluntary change in the mind of the sinner in which he turns to 
Christ: Romans 10:17, Hebrews 11:1, John 1:12, Ephesians 2:8. 
 

Justification There is no doctrine of the Gospel more important than justification. Job 
25:4. 
The Greek word “dikaiosis” translated “justification”, means to declare 
just, righteous, free from guilt and exposure to punishment: Exodus 
23:7, Isaiah 53:11, Romans 4:5, Romans 5:1, 16, Galatians 2:16 
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