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The Gospel According to Isaiah 
Isaiah Lesson 26 – Isaiah 53: The Suffering Servant 

1. Isaiah 53 is often called the “Forbidden Chapter”. 
 

2. Jewish historian, Raphael Levi, admitted It was a part of annual “Haftarah” readings in 
synagogues until the 17th-century. 
 

3. Until then, it had almost unanimously been seen as a messianic prophecy. 
 

4. Rabbis determined that this chapter caused “arguments and great confusion”. 
 

5. The rabbis changed the interpretation of Isaiah 53 to present Israel, not Jesus, as that 
suffering servant. 
 

6. The reason for their assessment was that it was clearly messianic and descriptive of Jesus’ 
suffering. 
 

7. Isaiah 53 revealed their own folly in that they had rejected their messiah. 
 

8. In Isaiah 53:4, the word “stricken” is falsely used by the rabbis to associate the suffering 
servant as one who has been stricken with leprosy. 
 

9. The Jews who rejected Jesus saw his crucifixion as his being stricken of God for his 
blasphemy. 
 

10. But, verse 5 reveals the reason for his suffering: for our transgressions and for our 
iniquities. 
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