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The Gospel According to Isaiah 
Isaiah Lesson 16 – Isaiah 36-39 The siege of Jerusalem; Hezekiah's extension of life; 
Babylonian exile predicted 

1. Hezekiah was the 12th king of Judah. He was a good king who abolished idolatry in Judah.  
 
2. Among the idols he destroyed was the bronze serpent that Moses had made (2 Kings 18:4). 
 
3. He reigned from approximately 715 to 686 BC. He witnessed the destruction of the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel by Sargon's Assyrians in 722 BC. 
 
4. Hezekiah was king of Judah during the siege of Jerusalem by Sennacherib in 701 BC. 
 
5. Knowing the Assyrians were coming, Hezekiah expanded and fortified the walls of 

Jerusalem and diverted the Gihon Spring to the pool of Siloam at the lower end of the city 
wall. 

 
6. Sennacherib attacked and destroyed Lachish, the second-largest city in Judah before 

heading east to Jerusalem. The destruction of this city in 701 BC is well documented in 
Sennacherib's palace in Nineveh with the Lachish Reliefs -- a series of carvings 40 feet long 
and 16.5 feet high depicting the siege and plunder of the city. They depict taking people 
away as slaves, impaling survivors, and destroying the city. These stones are housed in the 
British Museum today. 

 
7. As an aside, one can begin to sympathize with the prophet Jonah for not wanting to go to 

Nineveh. 
 
8. Sennacherib reigned over and expanded the Assyrian Empire after the death of his father 

Sargon II from 705 BC until his own death in 681 BC. 
 
9. Many scholars now believe that the Hanging Gardens of Babylon were actually in Nineveh 

and created by Sennacherib and not Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
10. Sennacherib and his army were miraculously defeated and he died by assasination at the 

hands of his own sons in a temple in Nineveh just as Isaiah 37:7 prophecied. 
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